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Luke Jackson, as portrayed by Paul Newman, in Cool Hand Luke is a classic American character. He is a rogue who marches to the beat of
his own drummer. His stubbornness, indefatigable spirit, and nonconformity are a symbol of the timeless American spirit. His character is
reminiscent of Winston Smith in Orwell’s 1984, Steve McQueen’s Virgil Hilts character in The Great Escape, and Jack Nicholson’s Randall
McMurphy character in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. Captain, played by Strother Martin, makes it his mission to beat the nonconformity
out of Luke. No matter how bad he is beaten, he comes back for more. His indomitable fortitude and independent attitude inspires the other
prisoners. He escapes from the prison twice and is caught and brought back. Captain thinks that he has finally broken his will as the other
prisoners see him beg for mercy, but Luke escapes one final time and is shot dead. In death Luke regained all the adulation he lost among the
prisoners and became a mythic hero.

Americans have a choice. They can allow their government to bully and threaten them into conforming to their view of reality like Winston
Smith or they can go down swinging like Cool Hand Luke and Randall McMurphy. The cowboy spirit of the Old West is what is required today.
We need tough hardened individualists who are willing to say enough is enough. Our government has been corrupted by weak men slithering
around the halls of Congress soliciting for money, an evil banking cartel creating fiat money, corporate fascists paying off criminals in
Washington DC, and the military industrial complex enforcing Washington’s power across the globe. The country longs for an Andrew Jackson
or a Dwight Eisenhower. Instead we are stuck with Harry Reid and Nancy Pelosi. The citizens of the country have chosen a false security in
place of liberty and freedom.

This country achieved greatness because Americans took chances, had the freedom to succeed or fail, picked themselves up when they
failed, and lived their lives within a moral framework of fairness and honesty. That flame of independence and freedom is dying out. Americans
no longer believe in shared sacrifice, working hard, honoring a sense of civic duty, morality, or modesty. A private banking cartel controls the
purse strings and protects its bank owners and its protectors in Congress. The President wages wars across the globe without Constitutional
approval from Congress that is required. Agencies of government operate in secret, assassinating foreign enemies, fomenting unrest in other
countries, and spying on Americans. Look at the fear we’re feeding. Look at the lives we’re leading.
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