Obama hopes to persuade all Americans to
accept homosexuality

Associated Press - 6/30/2009 7:30:00 AM | believe that we can achieve equality for the
millions of LGET people in this country, and with
this team [leaders of his LGBT leadership team)

WASHINGTON, DC - President Barack Obama says that while he's dedicated to | know that the LGET community will play a
expanding homosexual rights, many Americans still cling to what he calls "worn g‘lﬁ;m:“ in our campaign to bring change

arguments and old attitudes." : :
Barack Obama (August 2008)

At a White House celebration of gay Pride Month, Obama said he hopes to persuade all Americans to accept homosexuality. ""There are good
and decent people in this country who don't yet fully embrace their gay brothers and sisters -- not yet," said the president. "That's why I've
spoken about these issues -- not just in front of you -- but in front of unlikely audiences, in front of African-American church members."

Obama acknowledged that many Americans still disapprove of homosexuality. "There are still fellow citizens, perhaps neighbors or even
family members and loved ones, who still hold fast to worn arguments and old attitudes," he stated.

Story continues below ...

Results from our related poll
What was President Obama referring to
when he knocked 'old attitudes' regarding homosexuality?

Laws and poficies on marriage and family - 5.35%

Traditional values - 24 4%

Biblical values - 70.24%
s
37039 responses

He added that Congress should repeal what Obama referred to as "the so-called Defense of Marriage Act" -- and that his administration is
working to pass a hate crimes bill and to repeal the "don't ask, don't tell" policy on homosexuals in the military.

The audience at the White House ceremony included Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson and other homosexual clergy. Obama introduced
Robinson as a "special friend."
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